[The value of using fluoroscopy during colonoscopy. A prospective randomized study].
No randomised trials have estimated the value of using fluoroscopy for colonoscopy. The aim of our study was to estimate the rate of success using this method. In a prospective trial 264 patients were included, 139 were examined without fluoroscopy-equipment (Group A), and 125 with fluoroscopy-equipment (Group B). We registered: Indication for colonoscopy, duration of the colonoscopy, medication, time in which X-ray was being used, whether coecum was reached or not, clinical results of the examinations and complications. In cases where coecum was not intubated the cause was registered. We found a significantly higher rate of success of the colonoscopy in Group B (84%) than in group A (74%) (p = 0.045). Pain and looping of the scope were the main reasons for insufficient examination. In a modern endoscopic ward fluoroscopy must be available, but it seems reasonable to start uncomplicated colonoscopies without the use of fluoroscopy. In cases where coecal intubation is not obtained, conversion to examination with fluoroscopy should be possible.